
RIVERHAWK NEWS
Woodlawn Elementary School ~ February 2021

Since the spring of 2020, our teachers and
scholars have been challenged to teach and
learn in new ways.  We are grateful for our
teachers' ability to adapt outcomes based on
student needs during the pandemic and the
learning support our families have provided
during these times. To align instruction and
support a smooth transition for students, the
Elementary Curriculum Leadership Team has
identified the most critical standards for each
grade level to focus on. As a result, there may be
a few standards that have not yet been targeted
and may be left blank. We provide this honest
assessment and clear communication from
teachers to families to help in identifying any
learning gaps and assist in creating instructional
plans to address those gaps. We thank you for
your continued understanding as we ensure
each student is making progress toward grade
level standards. Parent-Teacher Conferences are
an excellent opportunity to continue to share
successes and concerns about your students
learning. Conferences will be held WEDNESDAY,
FEB. 17th & THURSDAY, FEB. 18th. Your child's
teacher will be communicating in regards to
conference times. 

Conference Time
By Jayci Roberson, Principal



 

Dear School Families,

Superintendent Dr. Anthony Lewis announced during last night's school board meeting that
following spring break, the district will shift from its current Hybrid model to In-Person
learning. Dr. Lewis shared his appreciation for students and school families and the extra
burdens they have carried this year. He commended district staff for the tremendous
amount of work staff has done to provide safe and healthy learning environments for
students. “We know we need to do more,” he said. Noting a downward trend of reported
COVID cases and quarantines among students and staff, he shared that during more than
400 classroom walkthroughs, the staff has seen an average of 90% adherence to school
safety measures. The district will continue to look at ways to enhance safety measures and
mitigate the risk of COVID-19 spread.

All Lawrence schools continue to examine student academic, social-emotional, and
behavioral data and invite identified students back to school for in-person learning four days
a week based on student needs, available space, and prioritizing primary students. The high
schools will expand their Hybrid learning model, doubling in-person school days, beginning
February 15. Dr. Lewis announced that following spring break, the district will bring PreK-5
students back to school in-person five days a week beginning March 15. After the end of the
third-quarter and parent-teacher conferences, students in grades 6-12 will return to in-
person learning five days a week starting March 29. Students whose families chose to enroll
in distance learning for the remainder of the school year will continue to learn remotely.

This timeline enables more district staff to get vaccinated. It gives the district time to
complete its air validation study and work to install new air filtration devices designed to
improve air quality and reduce the spread of the virus. In addition to taking care of other
logistical needs during the coming weeks, the district will order food supplies, move
classroom furniture to accommodate as much physical distancing as possible, adjust bus
routes, and review any other necessary improvements in mitigation strategies. 

After sharing this spring timeline, Dr. Lewis announced that the district also plans to provide
in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year with a virtual learning option for families.
Additional information will be shared with school families during the coming weeks. Thank
you for your patience and continued partnership.

Sincerely,
Julie Boyle
Executive Director of Communications
Lawrence Public Schools

District Announcement
Timeline for In-Person Learning



 

February is recognized annually across the United
States and Canada as Black History Month: the
celebration of Black History, contributions and
achievements. Talking about racism at home can be
overwhelming and rewarding! Here are some links
that might be of interest: LEARNING FOR JUSTICE;
BLACK HISTORY RESCOURCES FOR KIDS; 
TALKING ABOUT RACISM IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD

February is: 

Black History Month



We are growing, laughing, learning, and cruising in 5th
grade. Before break we made Gingerbread Houses and
delivered handmade goodies to a North Lawrence
community partner to spread holiday cheer. We wrapped
up our unit on multiplying and dividing fractions before
heading into long division! 5th graders have explored the
European Explorers in Social Studies. In ELA, we just
finished a unit on adaptations (perfect timing for school in a
pandemic!) In January, 5th graders got the opportunity to
dissect and investigate owl pellets!"

 

By :  Brandon  Da ley ,  Teache r

Grade Level Spotlight - 5th Grade!

Click here to enroll

 Help spread the
word! Enrollment is
now open for 2021-

2022. Feel free to
share this link with
friends and family

who may have 
 children turning 5

before August 31st.  



Riverhawk Resources ~ FAQ's

YES, the current plan, announced by Superintendent Dr. Lewis, has elementary aged students
moving to full, in-person learning beginning March 15th. More information will be shared as soon
as it is available. Please be checking email, and all social media outlets to stay up to date. 

YES, friendship parties were originally scheduled for the 9th (B day) and 11th (A day). We will make  
those up next week. Monday, Feb. 15 for A day and Tuesday, Feb. 16 for B day students.  

A:  

If my student is currently a remote learner, can we switch back to in person?  

NO,  students who are currently attending hybrid will automatically be transitioned to full time on
March 15th.   After the 15th, there will no longer be an option to 'log in remotely' and truancy may
be filed as in a typical year.  If a quarantine situation arises, we will work with your Riverhawk for
their schooling needs.

To maintain class sizes and staffing, families who chose remote learning will need to contact the
school where in-person attendance will be decided on a case by case basis. Decisions will be
made keeping the safety of students and staff as our primary focus.

YES, please take what you need. The items in the VanGo pantry box are available to anyone. 

BY :  ANDI  ANDERSON ,  ADMIN .  ASS ISTANT

 

Q:  

Q:  

Q:  

A:  

A:  

A:  

I think I'm eligible for free and reduced meals... How do I sign up? 

Friendship parties were cancelled because of the cold weather remote day... will they still have them? 

Q:  

Q:  

Q:  
A:  

A:  

Do I need to do anything in order for my hybrid student to return full time on March 15th.

Can we really just take items we might need from the pantry box outside of the school? 

Kids are going back to school full time?  

Lawrence Public Schools' Food Service Department encourages families who think they may qualify
to apply for free and reduced-price meal benefits. The Kansas State Department of Education and
the Kansas Department for Children and Families may provide additional Pandemic Electronic
Benefits Transfer (P-EBT) funding this year for families approved for free or reduced-price meal
benefits. You may complete the application online by clicking HERE. Please contact the Food
Service Office with any questions at 785-832-5000.

How can I help our school community? 

Non-perishable food items, travel-size toiletries, and gloves or hats are always welcome and will
be put in our pantry boxes. We also still need of smaller-sized (Kindergarten - 2nd grade) shirts,
sweatshirts, and pants to help with small accidents and spills. Please call the office to make
arrangements for donation drop-offs. 785-832-5920

Q:  

A:  


